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Montra Electric delivers
India’s first electric truck
|

Chennai: Montra Electric, part
of the Murugappa Group, has
become the first heavy-duty
electric truck manufacturer in
the country to receive
certification under the Centre’s
PM E-DRIVE Scheme. The
company has delivered the
country’s first PM
E-DRIVE-certified electric
heavy truck, Rhino 5538 EV 6x4
Tractor trailer, to UltraTech
Cement reinforcing its
commitment to advancing

rowth of electric vehicles.
UR BUREAU.

Equitas Small Finance
Bank profit rises 36%

Chennai: Equitas Small Finance
Bank on Thursday reported a
36 per cent year-on-year
(y-0-y) growth in profit after
tax (PAT) at ¥90 crore for the
quarter ended in December
2025 (Q3FY26). The profit
growth, which was driven by
growth in advances, was after
making a one-time incremental
provision of ¥29.5 crore due to
the implementation of new
Labour Code in Q3FY26. Gross
advances grew by 16 per cent
y-0-y to end at 43,268 crore
as of December 2025. our sureau

Pricol net profit surges
56% to ¥64 crore
I

Chennai: Pricol Ltd, the
Coimbatore-based auto
component manufacturer,
reported a 56 per cent increase
in consolidated net profit to
64 crore for the quarter
ended December 31, 2025,
when compared with ¥41 crore
for the corresponding quarter
last year. Revenue was up 66
per cent to 1,020 crore (616
crore). On a standalone basis,
the company reported a 25 per
cent increase in net profit to
45 crore (%36 crore) ona 28
per cent increase in revenue to
X781 crore (X612 crore). The
company’s board on Thursday
approved an investment of up

to X1 crore in the subsidiary.
OUR BUREAU

Tata Motors (CV) net slumps
487 on higher costs, expenses

BRIGHT SPOT. The company said it was seeing demand momentum strengthen

|
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Commercial vehicles maker
Tata Motors reported a 48
per cent fall in Q3 net profit
on higher expenses and costs
related to new labour code
and demerger scheme. Rev-
enue rose 16 per cent on de-
cent volumes and better
realisations and the com-
pany said it was seeing de-
mand momentum
strengthen.

It reported consolidated
net profit of X705 crore on
revenue of ¥21,847 crore. Ex-
ceptional expenses of ¥1,643
core in the quarter included
%603 crore due to impact of
new wage structure and Y962
crore as stamp duty paid for
the separation of the passen-

L

Scorecard (in¥ crore)

Q3FY26 Q3FY25
Revenue from ops 21,847 18,819
Net Profit 705 1,355
Expenses 19,645 17,695

ger vehicle (PV) and com-
mercial vehicle (CV) busi-
nesses into two entities.

Rise in raw material prices
and the effect of the produc-
tion-linked incentive
scheme led to an increase in
expenses in the quarter.

Wheels India consolidated
PAT up 48% on growth

impetus from GST 2.0

Our Bureau
Chennai

Wheels India, the Chennai-
based automotive and indus-
trial component manufac-
turer, reported a strong 48
per cent jump in consolid-
ated net profit to 37 crore
for the third quarter ended
December 31, 2025, com-
pared with 25 crore in the
same period last year.

Revenue climbed 21 per
cent to 1,371 crore (X1,125
crore).

On a standalone basis, the
company reported a 39 per
cent growth to 32 crore
(X23 crore) with a 21 per
cent increase in revenue to
1,280 crore (X1,057 crore).

STRONG GROWTH

Srivats Ram, MD, Wheels In-
dia, said the company’s tradi-
tional business of wheels for
trucks, tractors and cars got
a growth impetus from GST
2.0 and posted strong growth
in Q3. The low base of
Q3FY25 helped the company
record 21 per cent growth in
Q3FY26.

On exports, strong de-
mand for construction
wheels in the US and for
windmill components in the
EU meant exports grew at
close to 20 per cent in Q3, he
said.

T

Srivats Ram,
MD, Wheels India

Any improvement in trade
relationships would further
strengthen business pro-
spects built on trust and rela-
tionships, he said.

On the outlook, Srivats
said GST 2.0 had boosted de-
mand sentiment in the do-
mestic market, with growth
momentum likely to con-
tinue into Q4. If the govern-
ment focuses on infrastruc-
ture spending in the
upcoming budget, growth
could extend into continue
in the coming year.

INTERIM DIVIDEND

The company said that the
Centre notified four new la-
bour codes effective Novem-
ber 21, 2025, pursuant to
which it has considered the
incremental gratuity liability
of 5.1 crore in the above fin-
ancial results, based on an ac-
tuarial valuation.

Blue Star profit plunges 39%

|
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Blue Star reported a net
profit of ¥80.55 crore for the
quarter ended on December
31, 2025, down 39 per cent
from X132.46 crore in the
same period in 2024, primar-
ily due to a one-time excep-
tional charge related to new
labour codes.

The air-conditioning and
refrigeration company’s
consolidated revenue grew
modestly by 4.2 per cent to
%2,925.31 crore (32,807.36
crore). Operating profit in-
creased 5.4 per cent to
%220.72 crore, maintaining
margins at 7.5 per cent of
revenue.

The Government of India
notified four labour codes on
November 21, 2025, consol-
idating 29 existing labour

Niva Bupap

Our Bureau
Kolkata

Standalone health insurer
Niva Bupa Health Insurance
on Thursday reported a net
loss of ¥87.64 crore for the
third quarter this fiscal as
against X13.24 crore net
profit for the same period
last fiscal.

The insurer posted an op-
erating loss of ¥135.53 crore
in Q3FY25 compared with
an operating profit of ¥3.41
crore in Q3FY26, according
to a stock exchange filing.

CM
K

laws. Blue Star recognised an
exceptional charge of ¥56.35
crore for increased gratuity
and leave encashment liabil-
ities under the new unified
wage definition. Without
this one-time impact, profit
before tax stood at 3164.66
crore (X167.20 crore).

MARKET REVIVAL

The room AC business recor-
ded modest growth as chan-
nel partners built inventory
ahead of the mandatory en-
ergy-label transition effect-
ive January 1, 2026. The elec-

Net premium written during
the period under review
grew 22.51 per cent y-0-y at
%1,766.70  crore  from
%1,152.43 crore in the year-
ago period.

The insurer’s expenses of
management (EoM) ratio
improved to 33.10 per cent
from 41.73 per cent in
Q3FY25.

Combined ratio remained
flat at 108.19 per cent as
against 108.29 per cent in the
same period last fiscal.

SOLVENCY RATIO
In the third quarter of FY26,

tro-mechanical projects
segment revenue grew 8.6
per cent to 1,696.21 crore,
while the unitary products
segment declined slightly to
X1,154.22 crore.

Blue Star’s order-book
stood at 36,898.74 crore as of
December 31, 2025. Net bor-
rowings increased to 352
crore from a net cash posi-
tion of Y102 crore a year ago.

Chairman Vir S Advani
stated the company expects
Q4FY26 to be a strong
quarter for room ACs, com-
mercial air-conditioning and
refrigeration ~ businesses,
with signs of market revival
emerging after challenging
first three quarters.

The company also an-
nounced board changes, with
MS Unnikrishnan appointed
as Independent Director,
while Sam Balsara retires on
January 31, 2026.

Niva Bupa Health
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solvency ratio stood at 2.49
compared with 3.03 in the
corresponding period of
FY25.

On a reported basis (with
1/n accounting impact), the

EBITDA margin saw a 30-bps
expansion.

DEMAND RECOVERY

Vehicles sold rose a fifth in
the quarter to 1.2 lakh units,
with domestic salesup 18 per
cent and exports 70 per cent

Kothari Industrial
in discussion to
buy Kickers IP

L]
T E Raja Simhan
Chennai

The Chennai-based Kothari
Industrial Corporation Ltd
(KICL) has started discus-
sions with French footwear
major Kickers to buy its in-
tellectual property and man-
ufacture Kickers shoes in In-
dia.

Through this, the com-
panyis turning its focus from
being just an outsourcing
partner to owning an inter-
national brand.

“Kickers shoes are today
manufactured out of China.
We have started discussion
with Kickers to provide us
the IP to manufacture their
products in India,” Jinnah
Rafiq Ahmed, Executive
Chairman, Kothari Indus-
trial Corporation Ltd, told
businessline. “We want to
take control of the Kickers
brand globally and bring the
entire production to India,”
he added.

Through the IP rights, the
company will be able to sup-
ply Kickers’ shoes in India,
and to countries like
Bangladesh, Nepal, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, UAE and Mal-
dives. Kickers’ shoes are
available in nearly 70 coun-
tries. This will be the third
project for KICL after be-
coming a contract manufac-
turers for Crocs and Adidas.

higher. Arecoveryin demand
for heavy trucks led to do-
mestic CV market share
rising 100 basis points se-
quentially to 35.5 per cent.

The company said it ex-
pected demand to have
strengthened in the ongoing
quarter across most CV
segments.

“Key drivers in 2026 will
include the government’s
sustained infrastructure
push and expansion in end-
use sectors, both of which
are expected to fuel positive
momentum for the industry.
The rate at which we are
moving, I think it appears
that in the industry, volumes
for the entire year are likely
to cross the earlier peak of
FY19 in absolute numbers,”
said MD and CEO, Girish
Wagh, in a post-earnings call.

Dabur profit rises 7.3% to
X554 crore, revenue up 6.1%

|
Meenakshi Verma Ambwani
New Delhi

Dabur India posted a consol-
idated net profit of 3553.61
crore for the quarter ended
December 31, 2025, up 7.32
per cent over 3515.82 crore
in the corresponding period
in the previous fiscal.

Consolidated revenue
grew by 6.1 per cent to
33,559 core.

The company said there
was a one-time exceptional
expense due to the new la-
bour code.

OPERATING PROFIT
“Dabur’s net profit (before
exceptional items) surged
10.1 per cent to X575 crore,
up from 522 crore a year
earlier, while operating
profit grew 7.7 per cent dur-
ing the quarter at 734
crore,” the company said.

On the earnings call, Mo-

Colgate-Palmolive profit
rises 2.3%, sales up 1.4%

|
Anupama Ghosh
Mumbai

Colgate-Palmolive  (India)
Limited reported a net profit
of €328 crore for the quarter
ended December 31, 2025,
reflecting a growth of 2.3 per
cent year-on-year when ex-
cluding exceptional items re-
lated to new labour code im-
plementation. Net sales for
the quarter stood at 31,473
crore, up 1.4 per cent from
1,452 crore in the same
period in 2024.

The company’s board ap-
proved the unaudited finan-
cial results at a meeting held
on Thursday. The quarter
saw a one-time charge of
¥8.39 crore due to changes in
employee benefit obligations
following the government’s
notification of new labour
codes in November 2025.

TRADE CHANNELS
Domestic net sales grew 2.2
per cent y-o-y, with both
urban and rural trade chan-
nels showing improved mo-
mentum. The company at-
tributed the recovery to
stabilisation following dis-
ruptions caused by revised
GST rate implementation
earlier in the year.

Managing Director and
CEO Prabha Narasimhan
said the business showed
early positive signs in core

Heritage Foods’ profit
declines toX35 crore

—
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

Heritage Foods registered a
decline in net profit for the
quarter ended December 31,
2025, at ¥34.50 crore against
%43 crore in the year-ago
quarter. It posted a revenue
of 1,126.91 crore (1,042
crore).

“The company registered
resilient revenue growth
despite  strong  industry
headwinds, maintaining
quarterly revenues above
%1,100 crore for the third
straight quarter, despite
pressures from adverse
weather and industry-wide
input cost inflation,” it in-
formed the BSE.

Procurement prices rose
sharply across regions due to

company’s gross Wwritten
premium (GWP) grew 55 per
cent y-o-y to 32,231 crore in
the third quarter from
1,442 crore in the year-ago
period.

LIVES INSURED

For the first nine months of
the current financial year
(O9MFY26) GWP stood at
5,706 crore, registering a 22
per cent growth y-o-y. The
health insurer said its cus-
tomer base continued to
show robust 23 per cent
year-on-year growth, with
the number of lives insured

milk and commodity short-
ages in sharp contrast to
global trends.

Acute regional inflation,
across all milk procurement
regions, raised the average
landed raw milk cost up by
about 9 per cent to ¥45.55 a
litre impacting margins.

SELLING PRICE

The average selling price
rose 4.9 per cent to 35731 a
litre. “The quarter was char-
acterised by a tight industry
supply environment. Despite
these challenges, Heritage
Foods delivered an 8 per cent
topline growth, supported by
strong execution, disciplined
cost management and sus-
tained momentum in our
value-added portfolio,”
Brahmani Nara, Executive
Director, said.

osts net loss of Y88 crore, gross premium rises 55%

increasing to 24.5 million as
of December, 2025. Com-
menting on the results,
Krishnan  Ramachandran,
MD & CEO, Niva Bupa said,
“Our Q3FY26 performance
reflects the strength of our
growth strategy, increasing
relevance in the retail health
insurance market, and sus-
tained focus on profitability.
As we continue to scale re-
sponsibly, we remain com-
mitted to improving cus-
tomer outcomes while
building a resilient and prof-
itable health insurance
franchise.”

products while premium
segments maintained strong
double-digit growth. The
company accelerated brand
investments in the premium
oral care category as part of
its premiumisation strategy.

Gross margin for the
quarter stood at 69.7 per
cent, an improvement of 50
basis points over the previ-
ous quarter, supported by
cost discipline measures un-
der the company’s funding
the growth programme. For
the nine months ended
December 31, 2025, net sales
were 34,401 crore compared
to 4,547 crore in the corres-
ponding period in 2024,
while net profit reached
X972 crore.

The company launched
Colgate Visible White Purple
Serum during the quarter,
marketed as a first-of-its-
kind whitening booster using
colour-correction  techno-
logy. It introduced a 60g ac-
cess pack of its premium Vis-
ible White Purple toothpaste
to improve affordability.

hit Malhotra, CEO, Dabur
India said, “Demand trends
in India witnessed a gradual
recovery following the GST
rate cut. While the month of
October experienced transi-
ent headwinds due to GST

transition, demand im-
proved over the rest of the
quarter. Rural markets con-
tinued to outperform urban
markets, consistent with re-
cent quarters. Dabur de-
livered a steady quarter, with
healthy volume-led growth
across our key business ver-
ticals and geographies. Our

distribution network today
covers more than 1,33,000
villages, giving us one of the
deepest rural reaches in the
industry,” he stated.

KEY BRANDS

The company said its India
business saw key brands re-
porting “category-leading”
growths and “market share
gains” led by the hair oils cat-
egory.

It added that its total hair
oils market share now stands
at “its highest ever level” of
about 20 per cent.

While the hair oil business
posted 19.1 per cent growth
during the quarter, the
toothpaste segment posted
10 per cent growth. The skin
& salon business reported a
6.6 per cent growth, while
Hajmola, the digestives
brand, grew by 7 per cent.
The foods business reported
14 per cent growth in Q3, it
added.

Canara Bank Q3 profit
climbs 26% as slippages
case, credit expands

|
Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Public sector lender Canara
Bank reporteda 25.6 per cent
year-on-year (y-0-y) jump in
net profit at 5,155 crore for
the third quarter of FY26,
aided by steady credit
growth, improving asset
quality and lower credit
costs, even as margins re-
mained under pressure.

The bank’s net interest in-
come (NII) rose marginally
by 1.1 per cent to 39,252
crore, while netinterest mar-
gin (NIM) for the quarter
stood at 2.50 per cent.

The management indic-
ated that margins are expec-
ted to stabilise in the 2.45-
2.50 per cent range going
forward.

SLIPPAGES CONTAINED
Slippages during the quarter
were contained at 0.64 per
cent, with total fresh slip-
pages of 1,857 crore, largely
from the agriculture and
MSME segments.
Importantly, no corporate
account slipped during the
quarter, said Hardeep Singh
Ahluwalia, Managing Dir-
ector and Chief Executive
Officer. Credit growth re-
mained healthy at 13.6 per

The management indicated
that margins are expected to
stabilise in the 2.45-2.5 per
cent range going forward

cent y-o-y, driven by the
bank’s continued focus on
the RAM segment (retail, ag-
riculture and MSME), which
grew 18.7 per cent.

Retail credit rose sharply
by 31.4 per cent, led by hous-
ing loans (up 17.6 per cent),
vehicle loans (up 26.2 per
cent), and a sharp rise in gold
loans following product ex-
pansion in metro markets.

The management high-
lighted a conscious shift
away from low-yield corpor-
ate loans towards higher-
yield RAM assets to support
margins in a falling rate en-
vironment. Looking ahead,
the bank expects to maintain
credit growth of around 13-
13.5 per cent, supported by
retail demand, digital lend-
ing initiatives, and strong
balance sheet fundamentals.

s

/
Coromandel

Coromandel International Limited

Registered Office: 'Coromandel House', 1-2-10, Sardar Patel Road, Secunderabad - 500 003.
CIN No.: L24120TG1961PLC000892 Tel: 040-2784 2034/ 2784/7212 Fax: 040 2784 4117
Email: mail@coromandel.murugappa.com Website: www.coromandel.biz

e

murugappa

Extract of the Consolidated Financial Results
for the Quarter and Nine Months Ended 31 December 2025

(% in Crores)

For the For the For the For the For the
Quarter Quarter Nine Months | Nine Months Year Ended
Particulars Ended Ended Ended Ended 31 March
31 December | 31 December | 31 December | 31 December 2025
2025 2024 2025 2024
Total income 8,862.64 7,048.86 25,759.29 19,329.62 24,443.96
Profit for the period (before tax) 652.76 683.12 2,389.49 1,996.73 2,727.55
Net profit for the period after tax 488.47 507.91 1,783.50 1,476.25 2,054.71
Net Profit for the period after 505.88 511.77 1,816.22 1,486.79 2,066.46
taxes and minority interest
Total comprehensive income 489.89 506.29 1,811.51 1,474.76 2,058.32
for the period (Comprising
profit after tax and other
comprehensive income/loss
after tax)
Paid-up equity share capital 29.50 29.46 29.50 29.46 29.46
(Face value %1/- per share)
Reserves (excluding 11,058.37
Revaluation Reserve) as shown
in the Balance Sheet
Earnings per share (of 21 each)
(for the period - not annualised)
- Basic (%) 17.17 17.39 61.66 50.53 70.23
- Diluted (%) 17.14 17.36 61.56 50.45 70.12
Notes

1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under
Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format
of the Quarterly Financial Results are available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com and
www.bseindia.com) and the Company (www.coromandel.biz).

2. Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows:

(% in Crores)

For the For the For the For the For the
Quarter Quarter Nine Months | Nine Months Year Ended
Particulars Ended Ended Ended Ended 31 March
31 December | 31 December | 31 December | 31 December 2025
2025 2024 2025 2024
Total income 8,537.08 7,037.66 25,133.26 19,314.81 24,427.96
Profit for the period (before tax) 704.88 700.15 2,481.45 2,073.97 2,585.30
Profit after tax 1,854.27 1,552.00 1,940.90

Place :Hyderabad
Date :29 January 2026

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

Sankarasubramanian S

M BM-BME
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