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Paddy planting in Punjab trips on power shortage Shocked, pulses trade body urges
Govt to withdraw stock-limit order

Hot weather has
led to increased
domestic offtake

is required particularly for
transplantation,” said Suresh
singh Chauhan, General Man-
ager, AMDD Foods Pvt Ltd in
Tarn Taran district.

Chennai July4
Sowing of paddy is facing
trouble in Punjab onaccount of
delay in the advance of the
south-west monsoon resulting
in extreme hot weather and
shortage of powerasaresult.

The delay in the onset of
monsoon in the northern
plains resulted in the temperat-
ures rising by 68 degrees
Celsius.

As a result, demand for
power from the domestic sec-
tor increased sharply, catching
the Punjab government off-
guard in meeting the demand.

Transplanting hit
“There is a huge demand for
power in Punjab on account of
the hot weather resulting from
thedelay in the monsoon.

This has delayed sowing of
paddy since power is not avail-
able for pumping water, which

of the sap-
lings requires at least % foot wa-
ter. But due to power shortage
farmers are not able to pump
that much water on their
fields,” said Bhagwan Das, Sec-
retary-General of Young Farm-
ers Association Punjab (YFAP).

Paddy,a water guzzling crop,
is the main Kharif crop in Pun-
jaband Haryana. Last year, non-
basmati paddywas grownon27
lakh hectares and Basmati on
4.06 Ih resulting in production
of 19.1 million tonnes (mt) non-
Basmati rice and 1.7 mt of Bas-
matirice.

Acreagedata
According to the Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Farmers' Welfare,
rice had been planted on 36.15
Ih till June 24, up 153 Ih com-
pared with the same period a
yearago.

The data showed that the
areain Punjab had increased 13

Farmers have stopped
tranplanting the seedlings

lh. “We cannot be confident
about the data that is being put
out from Punjab. The northern
State may not want to accept
the ground reality,” said a New
Delhi-based trade observer.

AMDD's Chauhan said that
thearea under paddywas likely
to increase this year since sales
of seeds were higher compared
with the previous year. “Acre-
age of both Basmati and non-
Basmati is likely to go up this
year,” he said.

“Currently, we are trying to
savetheseedlings thathave ger-
minated. We have completely
stopped  transplanting  the
seedlings until the power situ-

CTCRI chalks out plans to
add value to tuber crops

VSAJEEV KUMAR
Kochi,July4

ICAR-Central Tuber Crops Re-
search Institute has chalked out
strategies to popularise value
addition and entrepreneurship
development in tuber crops.

The Techno Incubation
Centre (TIC), supported by
small Farmer Agribusiness Con-
sortium, has been set up given
the importance of tropical
tuber crops in promoting entre-
preneurship to enhance the
value of these crops.

Besides giving awareness and
hands-on training, TIC provides
incubator facilities to prospect-
ive entrepreneurs for produ-
cingvalue-added products from
tuber crops for testing market
viability or demand of these
products.

Sajeev MS, Principal Scientist,
Crop Utilisation Division, ICAR-
CICRI told BusinessLine that
cassava is in an advantageous
position for the new entrepren-

eurs to get into viable projects
by utilising the One District One
Product (ODOP) approach un-
der the PMEME scheme.

Incidentally, Kerala govern-
ment has selected cassava in the
0ODOP approach in the two dis-
tricts of Thiruvananthapuram
and Kollam.

Decline in consumption
According to Sajeev, the over-
supply of cassava tubers
during the peak harvest
has led to a glut,

lower price and in- :

stability into mar-

ket price. - _
The demand for ]

o conmumpon s v et

cassava in direct hu-

been declining drastically
in Kerala. This is because of the
changing food habits, rise in
per capita income and standard
of living.

He said that the frozen or
ready-to-eat, processed cassava

offers great export potential. Ex-
cellent quality crispy fried chips
can be made from cassava
tubers by adopting simple pre-
treatment techniques. Cassava
tubers can be converted to food
with ample shelf life.

Kerala has witnessed ups and
downs in the production of cas-
sava during the last few dec-
ades. The share of cassava area
in the State is 6.55 per cent of

the total food crops during
201819, which accounts
to be 61,874 hectares
and produung

around 24 lakl

#* tonnes of (ubers
with a productivity
of 3632 tonnes per

However, due to lack of
adequate infrastructure facilit-
ies for processingjvalue addi-
tion and entrepreneurial estab-
lishments, cassava was the
worst affected as itis highly per-
ishable, he said.

ation improves or the mon-
soon sets in,” said YFAP's Das.

Relieffrom heatwave

There is some relief for the
farmers with the heat wave
abating in the northern plains
and rainfall occurring in Pun-
jab, Haryana, Delhiand western
Uttar Pradesh. The India Met-
eorological Department, how-
ever,said the humid conditions
would continue for another 4-5
days.

“Once the monsoon sets in,
sowing activity will increase as
power demand from the do-
mestic sector will drop,” said
Chauhan. “Rains have to come
and the power situation has to
improve,” said Das.

“The situation is improving
with the State government en-
suring eight hours power sup-
ply for the agriculture sector.
More area is being covered un-
der paddy now,” said Narinder
Singh Benipal, Block Agricul-
ture Officer, Ludhiana.

On July1,Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Capt Amarinder Singh
ordered curtalining the State

COMMENTARY

G CHANDRASHEKHAR

The government should be com-
plimented for its practical de-
cision to lift the restrictions on
importof refined palm oilsin ad-
dition to reduction in customs
duty.Itisastepin the right direc-
tion given the current inflation-
ary conditions.

The move is intended to help
expeditiously augment the avail-
ability of cooking oil ready for
marketing and human con-
sumption. It will also help curb
speculative tendencies in the
market caused by unnecessary
curbs on import of refined oils.

Festival demand
Importantly, festival demand —
August to October — will soon
kick in and the policymakers
have wisely kept the import door
for refined oils open till the end
of the year to prevent any even-
tuality.

Expectedly, the import lobby
represented by a handful of

government offices timing to
save power, while also cutting
supply to high energy consum-
ing industries. These measures
were taken to ensure power
supply to the agriculture sector
and save crops besides easing
supply  for  domestic
consumption.

Problemsahead

“This year, Kharif crops could
face problems due to lower
rainfall during the south-west
monsoonand resulting humid-
ity that could affect standing
crops. But it is early days yet,”
said the Delhi-based observer.

But reports from Punjab said
that farmers were planting
paddy in two ways. One is opt-
ing for direct seeding in a por-
tion of their farms and the
other by transplanting. They
arealsoreportedly mixinglong
duration and short duration
rice varieties.

Punjab farmers have been
encouraged by the minimum
support price for paddy being
raised to 1,940 a quintal from
1,888 last year.

large refiners has begun to
cringe. There is no reason why it
should. We are facing an ex-
traordinary situation which de-
‘mandsan extraordinary remedy.
Itis not the case that crude oil
import is restricted; if anything,
duty on crude palm oil has been
reduced. The business of refiners
‘will continue.

At this juncture, for the gov-
ernment, liberal import of re-
fined cooking oil makes emin-
ent economic, social and
political sense. The consumers
will not be at the mercy of a
handful of large importers-re-
finers. By allowing refined oils,
traders too will now have a role
to play in augmenting availabil-
ity without any delay.

Soon after the meeting con-
vened by the Food Secretary to
review edible oil prices on May
24, thisauthor advocated freeing
the import of refined oils to
quickly augment availability,
contain rising prices and sup-
port hapless consumers (see BL
CommentaryMay25). Indian do-
mestic prices of cooking oil are
impacted by global factors. This

How India’s horticultural exports have overcome Covid challenges

MANGAMUTHU

While the Covid-19 pandemic has
disrupted the global supply
chains in a major way since the
beginning of 2020, India has
beenable to boost exports of agri-
cultural and processed food
products  despite challenges
posed by the pandemic.

The significant growth in pro-
duction has also led to enhance-
‘ment of exports of fruits and ve-
getables to the major traditional
‘markets of UK, United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), Bangladesh and West
Asian countries. Notwithstand-
ing the challenges posed by
Covid19 pandemic, there has
been asignificant jump in the ex-
ports of horticultural crops dur-
ing202021.

The realisation from India's
fruits and vegetables exports rose
o X11,019 crore ($1487 million) in
2020-21 from 10,114 crore ($1408
‘million) reported in 2019-20. The
value of processed fruits and ve-
getables exports grew to 10,277
crore ($ million 1386) in 202021
from 8,315 crore ($1,164 million)
in 2019-20. APEDA has made per-
sistent marketing efforts with
European Union (EU) markets
resulting in exports growth of
‘more than 9 per cent in 202021
over the year 2019-20.

AAPEDA has been making efforts
to boosts exports of fruits, veget-
ables and plantation  crops
through taking series of meas-
ures including creating adequate
infrastructure, ensuring supplies
of quality input material, con-
trolling pestsand diseases, ensur-
ing compliance of phyto-sanitary
normsand establishment of mar-

ket linkages for boosting exports
through collaborations with vari-
ous institutions.

Infradevelopment

APEDA has been assisting export-
ers for setting up modern integ-
rated packhouses and purchase
of refrigerated vehicles to sup-
port the supply chain in horticul-
ture. This has largely helped ex-
porters of fresh horticulture
produce like mangoes,
pomegranates, grapes, bananas,
fresh vegetables and the floricul-
ture sector.

Due to the short shelf life of
most fruits and vegetables, more
than 50 per cent of exports are
through air cargo to destinations
such as the UK, the Netherlands,
Germany, Australia, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, Africa and West Asia.

The modern integrated pack
houseswhichareabletomeetthe
requirements of issues associ-
ated with quality and post-man-
agement have helped the horti-
culture export sector. APEDA has
assisted in the establishment of

APEDA has shown exports growth
of more than 9%in 2020-21

Anantapur and Theni in Tamil
Nadu, Jalgaon and Solapur in Ma-
harashtra have been testimony to
this fact. Similar success has been
achieved by increasing exports of
mangoes from clusters in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar Pra-
deshand Maharashtra. Other suc-
cessful models have been for
grapes from Nashik, vegetables
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. The
farmer centric model of cluster
development has taken place in
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. The ex-
porthub project of vegetable and
fruit has been able to demon-
strate usefulness of backward

around 250 export oriented  and forward linkages.

European Union norm compli-  APEDA is currently collaborat-
antpack inthe pri ing with institutions such as In-
for. The financial assistance  din Councl for Agricultural Re-
provided to the State Govern- search (ICAR), Council for

ment under Infrastructure Devel-
opmenthasalsoenhanced theex-
ports potential.

Clusters based approach

For the implementation of the
Agri Export Policy announced in
2018, 14 product clusters spread
across in six states dedicated to
horticulture products have been
identified. The model of Banana
exports from the clusters of

Spices Board announces
cardamom productivity awards

OURBUREAU
Kochi,July4
Battling the pandemic and the
unprecedented challenges it
has put forth, small cardamom
farmers have achieved remark-
able progress in the production
and contributed to the export of
spices, said D Sathiyan, Secret-
ary, Spices Board, while announ-
cing Cardamom  Productivity
Awards.

‘Theaward consists of one first
prize (X1,00,000 and citation)
and two second prizes (350,000

™M
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Scientificand Industrial Research
(CSIR) and Central Food Techno-
logical Research Institute (CFTRI)
for exportoriented research to
support Indian Horticulture ex-
ports. Linkages with organiza-
tions like IFFCO, ITC, Agri Univer-

sities & Krishi Vigyan Kendras is

country specific Buyer Seller

practices.

Marketaccess

The countries do impose the re-
strictions of market access and
sometimes non-tariff barriers to
inhibit the imports. The tool is
also used to bargain for market
access of their produce in India.
The horticulture produced in In-
diais subject tocompetitioninin-
ternational markets from Asian
countries like China, Japan, Thail-
and, Philippines etc. Similarly,
competition is also faced from
CIS countries and the other lead-
ing fresh produce regions from
Africaand America.

The absence of bilateral agree-
ments between major importers
and India has also proved to be
disadvantageous. The examples
are exports of fruits and veget-
ables from Africa and Latin Amer-
ica to Europe.

These countries enjoy prefer-
ential dutyconcessionsandatthe
same time face no technical barri-
erswhile exporting, as compared
tolndia. APEDA proposes aggress-
ive negotiations for bilateral
agreement for turning the table
in favour of India.

There is a need for better mar-
keting avenues to Indian export-
ers by undertaking huge brand-
ingexercises to place the produce
in the shelves of major marketing
chains. Efforts have been made by
organising product specific and

Meets to help by Indian
horticulture produce. India has
potential to further expand the
exportofhorticultural crops. This
could boost farmers' income.

The author is Chairman, APEDA

OURBUREAU
Bengaluru,julya

Shocked and surprised over the
Centre’s decision to impose
stock limits on pulses, the In-
dian Pulsesand GrainsTrade As-
sociation (IPGA), the apex body
trade body, has urged the Gov-
ernment to withdraw the order
immediately.

On Friday night, the Govern-
ment had imposed stock limits
on pulses for wholesalers, re-
tailers, millers and importers
till October31.

Reacting to the Govern-
ment’s move, Bimal Kothari,
Vice Chairman, IPGA, said,
“IPGA has always welcomed
and supported government’s
efforts to boost the trade and
double farmers’income includ-
ing revision of the import
policy from “restricted” to
“free” in case of tur, urad and
moong. But this order of im-
posing stock limits on pulses
has taken the pulses industry
by complete surprise. It's quite
aregressive step by the govern-

year, weather aberration (La
Nina phenomenon) has re-
duced the harvest size
of major oilseeds
such as soybean
and hurt palm oil
production  pro-
spects. This could
be a recurring
phenomenon.

Dependence worsens

Our dependence on imports has
worsened over the last two dec-
ades to an alarming 70 per cent.
While our domestic production
of vegetable oils is about 75 to
8.0 million tons, imports consti-

2 &
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ment and will severely impact
notonly the wholesalers, retail-
ers and importers but also the
farmersand consumers.”

Adverseimpact

Further, Kothari said that farm-
ers would be adversely im-
pacted as it is going to be peak
season for them with festivals
around the corner and plant-
ing time for kharif crops.
“Prices are going to crash.
Chana is already selling below
MSP. Tur and urad are selling at
MSP. On the one hand, the
Centre wants the farmers to get
MsPand double the farmers’in-
come but this kind of policy
will hurt everybody and is cer-

tute 1314 ml t valued at a whop-
ping $10 billion (375,000
crore).
This scary ~situ-
ation  reflects the
policy failureof suc-
5 govern-
P ments that were
content to  permit
liberal import of semi-
finished goods - crude ve-
getable oil - while the Indian
raw material producer - oilseed
grower — languished without a
remunerative price. This has to
change.
The Indian oilseeds and veget-

tainlynotbeneficialtoanyone,”
Kothari said inastatement.

“India needs 25 million
tonnesof pulses everyyear. This
year we are expecting shortage.
Normally, an importer imports
3,000 to 5,000 tonnes of one
variety but imposing limit to
just 100 tonnes per variety will
lead to controlling supplies.
Such restrictions will cause
more harm than good to the
farmers and consumers. These
limits are going to throttle sup-
plies as the importers will not
beina position to import large
quantities together,” Kothari
added.

Sincethe festival season isap-
proaching from the next
month the supply may become
a major constraint due to this
order.“IPGA, on behalf of the in-
dustry is utterly shocked. We
will definitely make a repres-
entation to the government
and address the issue. We urge
the government to immedi-
ately withdraw the order,” he
said.

Refined oil import to help meet festival demand, curb speculation

ruption. While import of edible
oil will be inevitable in the short-
to-medium term, it is necessary
to reduce the adverse impact of
unregulated import on the do-
mestic oilseed growers and pro-
cessors.

This calls for some “out of the
box” ideas, some of which were
presented during the National
Oilseeds Conference organised
by the government in Hydera-
bad in February 2020; but the ac-
tion taken is not known.

The author s a policy

able oil sector needs creative dis-

specialist, Views are personal
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NOTICE OF 59" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, REMOTE
E-VOTING, E-VOTING AND BOOK CLOSURE

NOTICE is hereby given that the 59" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Company is
scheduled to be held on Monday, July 26, 2021, at 3:30 p.m. IST through Video Conferencing
(VC) or Other Audio-Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
AGM, in compliance with the General Circular numbers 20/2020, 14/2020, 1712020, 02/2021
issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCAY), and the Circular numbers SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/
CIR/P/2020/79, SEBIHO/CFD/CMD2/CIRIP/2021/11 issued by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI), hereinafter collectively referred to as ‘the Circulars”.

In compliance with the aforesaid Circulars, the Notice of the AGM together with the Annual Report
for the financial year 2020-21 (AGM Documents), has been sent through electronic mode to all
such Members on Sunday, July 4, 2021,whose email address is registered with the Depository
Participants (DPs) / Company’s Registrars and Share Transfer Agent (RTA), KFin Technologies
Private Limited [KFin).

In terms of the said Circulars, physical copy of the AGM Documents will not be sent. Members
are requested to please refer to the soft copy of the AGM Documents for the purpose of the AGM.
Members may note that the AGM documents will also be made available on the websites of the
Company at www. biz, the stock exch: viz., BSE Limited (www.bseindia.com),
National Stock Exchange of India Limited (www.nseindia.com) and the Company's RTA

kfintech 'Downloads.aspx).
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM REGIONAL COOPERATIVE MILK

PRODUCERS UNION LTD.
Head Office: Ksheera Bhavan, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram 695004.

milma

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-tenders are invited for the following. Visit the e-procurement portal (www.etenders.kerala.gov.in)
or TRCMPU website (www.milmatrcmpu.com) for details.

Date: 03.07.2021

Remote e-Voting and e-Voting during the AGM:

The Company is providing the facility of remote e-voting to its Members to exercise their right

to vote on the resolutions proposed to be passed at the AGM by electronic means (e-Voting).

Members may cast their votes remotely on the dates mentioned herein below (remote e-Voting).

The Company has engaged KFin to provide remote e-Voting / e-Voting faciliy to the Members.

The manner of remote e-Voting by the Members is provided in the Notice of the AGM, which will

also be available on the website of the Company at www.coromandel.biz.

The remote e-Voting facility will be available during the following period:

Commencement of remote e-Voting  : 9.00 a.m. IST on Friday, July 23, 2021

End of remote e-Voting +5.00 p.m. IST on Sunday, July 25, 2021

The remote e-Voting will not be allowed beyond the aforesaid date and time and the remote

e-Voting module shall be disabled by KFin after the end of remote e-Voting.

Members may note that:

a) Once the vote on a resolution is cast by the Member, the Member cannot change it subsequently:

b) The facilty for voting will also be made available during the AGM, and those Members present
in the AGM through VC facility, who have not cast their vote on the resolutions through remote
e-Voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so, shall be eligible to vote through the
e-Voting system during the AGM;

) The Members who have cast their votes by remote e-Voting prior to the AGM may also attend
the AGM but shall not be entitled to cast their votes again;

d) Only persons whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the register of beneficial
owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off date i.e., Monday, July 19, 2021 shall
be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-Voting or e-Voting at the AGM. The voting rights of the
Members shall be in proportion to their share of the paid-up Equity share capital of the Company
as on the Cut-Off date; and

&) Any person, who becomes a Member of the Company after dispatch of the Notice of AGM and
Annual Report but on or before the cut-off date, may write to KFin at evoting@Kfintech.com or to
the Company at com requesting for User ID and
Password.

Manner of joining the AGM:
Members vl be able 1o attend the AGM through VCIOAVM facility or view the live webcast of AGM
provided by KFin at htps://emeetings.kfintech.com. Members may kindly refer to the detailed
quidelines given in the Notice of the AGM for joining AGM through VCIOAVM

Registering / updating e-mail address:

Members who have not registered their email address are requested to register their email address
with their respective Depository Participants, and Members holding shares in physical mode are
requested to update their email address with KFin. Members may kindly refer to the Notice of the
AGM for detailed guidelines in this regard.

For any query or grievance in relation to remote e-Voting or e-Voting during the AGM, Members
may please visit “Help" and “FAQs” sections o refer to e-Voting user manual as in the “Downloads”
section of the website of KFin for e-Voting at https://evoting.kfintech.comy.

Members may contact KFin for any queries / grievances at the following address:

Mr. Rajkumar Kale,

(Formerly known as Karvy Fintech Private Limited),
SEIenlum Tower-B", Plot No. 31 & 32, Financial District, Nanakramguda,

and citation), of which one s ex- ESTIMATE Senior Manager - Corporate Registry,
clusively for a woman grower. A ETARS LENDERREEND FETED VALUE KFin Technologies Private Limited,
special award is also constituted Supply of vitamin A & D
for the highest productivity in ! 601/TRU/PC/2021 2021 KCMMF 4254501 | Rs. 17 Lakhs
the organic category. Supply and installation of

Manoj  Kumar, Edama(» Boiler Chimney at Kollam 629/TRU/PC/2021 2021 KCMMF 4285931 | Rs. 13 Lakhs
tathukattil, C wol Dairy Intimation on Book Closure:

the first prize for the year 2019-
20 and KPN Krishnankutty Nair,
Chitra Plantations, Anakkara,
bagged the first prize for
202021

In the woman category, Pauly
Mathew,  Chengamthadathil
House, Adimaly won the award.

Supply of PUF box TRU/MKT/216/2021/PUF BOX | 2021 KCMMF 4286291 | Rs. 28.75 Lakhs
Supply of Freezers, Visi

cooler Milk cooler TRU/MKT/216/2021/Freezers | 2021 KCMMF 4286151 | Rs. 48.5 Lakhs
Supply of POP items TRU/MKT/216/2021/POP |~ 55, ycuumF 4286241 | Rs. 38 Lakhs
Supply of FTIR Milk analyser 632/TRU/PC/2021 2021 KCMMF 4286321 | Rs. 255 Lakhs

Managing Director

0032, Telangana
Phone No. +91 40 6716 1616 Toll free No.: 1800 3094 001, Email: einward.ris@kfintech.com

The Register of Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company will remain closed from
Saturday, July 17, 2021 to Monday, July 26, 2021 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of AGM
and for ing the enti ofthe to the final dividend, if declared at the AGM.

For Coromandel International Limited
Sdf-

Place : Secunderabad
Date :July 04, 2021

Rajesh Mukhija
Sr. Vice President - Legal & Company Secretary
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